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As the end of the year approaches,all organiza-
tions need to assess the year. In the previous arti-
cles we discussed the following:
• Good communication
• Taking chances
• Realizing the intangible elements of a school
• Seeing every child as a unique individual
• The curriculum should be developed to instruct

the whole child in a developmentally correct
manner

• Importance of ethics
• The school is here to serve the community
• Be philanthropic
• Realizing that the investment in each child is an

investment for all of our futures
• Have a staffthat is wil ling to stretch and contin-

ually grow as teachers
• Have a vision and relentlessly pursue it
• Willingness to try new ideas
• Have a strong response to intervention program

in place
• Differentiate the curriculum
• Look to the exceptions and never let any student

go unnoticed
• Attention to detail

• Parents should be a part of decision making
• School should be evolving and changing based

on research and successful pilots
• Volunteers are crucial
• PTA and other parent groups should be joined

and celebrated
• Technology must be embraced
• Rigorous academics should be in place to ensure

that all students will be able to live up to their
personal best

So with all of this said,what is left?  Living up
to our school motto is key – LEARN – LAUGH -
LEAD. We need to be constantly questioning if we
have presented our lessons and followed up with
parents so that every child has all that can possibly
be given to support him/her on their academic
and social emotional journey. We also need to
make sure that learning is fun ifwe want all of our
children to be life long learners. Staffand parents
all need to focus on our students’ successes so they
can experience what it feels t o be a leader and
extend the feelings of success to all aspects of their
lives.

Every Tuesday I meet with the school’s leader-

What Ma kes a Fa n t a s tic Sch oo l ?
(Last in a series of ar ticles)
By Bradley R.Baker, Principal
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ship team made up of one teacher from each grade level and the
two lead teachers. At this meeting we work on all of the high-
lighted areas in this report. On the alternate Tuesday we up-
date staff on critical issues and work on the action items the
leadership team has developed. On Tuesdays your Student
Success Team meets to discuss two students that we feel need
additional support. Tuesday is such an awesome day for me as
your principal,because I get to be in on the very heartbeat of
the school.Every Tuesday energizes me. I am so proud of the
skill level of staff and the amount of creativity that can be
emanated from such a talented team.

The last remaining element of our constant selfassessment
is sending out surveys – Needs Assessment to each family. I
personally read every single one returned, and I direct them to
the people they most effect. They reinforce the elements we are
doing well and support us in areas where we may need to make

adjustments. Please fil l out the various needs assessment that
wil l come home around the time of Open House.
• School-Wide Needs Assessment - from staff and School Site

Council
• PTA Needs Assessment
• ELL English Language Learner Needs Assessment for those

families speaking multiple languages
Great schools are continually growing with their communi-

ty. We all need to work as a family and be vigilant about main-
taining and developing programs that support students, par-
ents and teachers in such a way that they know in their very
bones that Lang Ranch is the best school and that we are at all
times proud to be called a Wrangler.

Happy Trails to the 2009 – 2010 school year.
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What Ma kes a Fa n t a s tic Sch ool? ( co n ti nu ed )

Goodbye
By Julia Brankovic and Andrea Daniels,PTA Co-Presidents

Wow!!  Has it really been two years since
we were elected the PTA Co-President’s?

It has been an amazing ride full of a
lot of great memor ies. We are truly
grateful to have had the chance to volun-
teer for our sch ool as the PTA Co -
Presidents.

Since this is our last PTA newsletter
article,we would like to take this oppor-
tunity to say our final thank you to those
who have helped us over the past two
years. Thank you to the outstanding
Executive Board we have had the pleasure
to work with over the past 2 years (we
hope that you have enjoyed the cook-
ies:>). Thank you to the wonderful vol-
u n teers who have devo ted co u n t l e s s
hours to help make our school better
each year and to our amazing teachers
and office staff whom has always been

supportive and a pleasure to work with.
And a very special thank you to Mr.
Baker for all of his support and encour-
agement.

On a personal note,thank you to our
amazing husbands and ch i l d ren wh o
have had to sacrifice as we asked them to
stay a little bit longer to help us clean up
or to understand when we can’t sit with
them because we needed to help at vari-
ous school events.

So now it is out with the old and in
with the new!  We are so thrilled to wel-
come Melissa Cahalan and Tara Freilich
as the new PTA Co-Presidents. They are
two amazing women who wil l no doubt
lead the Lang Ranch PTA in a positive
and productive direction. We are so
excited to see what new ideas they will
introduce to all of us at the Ranch.They

will do an amazing job, and we are so
glad that they have chosen to step up and
accept the challenge of leading our PTA!

So it is with great pride,appreciation,
a touch of sadness,and an excitement for
a lot more free time, that we say thank
you for allowing us to be your PTA Co-
President’s for the last 2 years. We wish
you an amazing summer and look for-
w a rd to seeing you back here at the
Ranch in September!

Happy Trails!!

— Andrea and Julia







LRES Has Got Talent!
by Patricia and Ed Smart, Co-chairs

The 2010 Talent Show was held on Thursday, March 11, and
Friday, March 12,and featured 112 Lang Ranch students,grades K-
5, in 66 different acts,plus 30 fifth graders in the crew.

The Thursday night performance was captured on the front page
and in a full-page article in the Ventura County Star (03-16-10).

The Friday night show included a surprise audience-participa-
tion duet composed and led by retir ing teachers Mr. Bob Rhoads
and Ms.Kris Falde.

Both perform a n ces inclu ded clips of
celebrit ies and community dignitaries who
lent encouraging words to the students.

Heartfelt thanks to Mr. Bradley Baker, Mr. Kevin Lynch,Ms. Julie Yarnall,
Ms. Carolee Bechthold, Ms. Pam Kilgore,Ms. Joy Brutto, and parent volun-
teers,including Nathalie and Rudy Gonzales,Diane Mekari, Stephanie Perry,

Jenny Thuillier, Marcy Avery, Michelle Cooley, Julia Brankovic, Laura
Woods,Jil l Archer, Nancy Dye,Miseon Park, Clare Ju, Diane Ogilvie,Kari
Fril lici, Leann Wong, Jennie Bayless,Pam Pender, Kim Chopp, Gina
Mandell, Cyndi Levenson,
Sue Moell er, Ni co l e
Bo l ger, Su chita Soi t k a r,

Lisa Odell, Michelle Webb, Steve Turnbull, Gail
L i n dem a n n , Mel ore Zu cker, Lisa Sa ll i n , Ji ll en e
Sheridan, Kathy Tores,Seana Mekari, plus alums
Grace Delsohn and Katie Smart, and more.

DVDs were produced by Emmy-winning director
Miguel Higuera and included both shows on each
DVD. Sales were brisk but a few remain available.
To order, please email pksmart@aol.com.

Stephanie Greenberg and
Caitlin Mead at auditions.

Audition panel members Ed Smart and 
Michelle Cooley.

Patricia Smart and
soloist Douglas Shao
after performance.

JAYNE BUTLER, AVA MANDELL AND
NOELLE SCHILLER
Miss Ginter, 5th Grade

Fifth graders Jayne Butler,Ava Mandell,and
Noelle Schiller have the honor of being cast in
the Pacific Festival Ballet's production of
Noah's Ark. Jayne has been cast to dance as
a Raven,Ava as a Praying Mantis and Noelle
as a Bat.The ballet will be at the Civic Arts
Plaza May 22nd.

and

Lang Ranch
PTA invite 

you to
resta ur ant

night!

Wher e?
California Pizza

Kitchen
The Lakes

When?
Thursday

May 6, 2010
All Day!

Wrangles Off the Ranch
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Q:  Where are you from?  What brought
you to this area?

A: I am from San Diego and most of my family
still lives there. I came to the area in1975 to
attend the Exotic Animal Training and
Management (EATM) program Moorpark
College.

Q:  Do you have a family here?
A: I have two grown kids,Jack and Jenny. They

grew up in Newbury Park. Jack even had
some teachers that you might know—Mrs.
Falde,Mr. Rhodes,Mrs.Moore,and he even
had Mr. Baker as his principal when he was a
student at Walnut Elementary!

Q:  What do you like to do in your free
time?

A: I like horseback riding, gardening, and going
to the beach.

Q:  How did you get into this line of work?
A: When Jenny started kindergarten at Walnut, I

wanted a part-time job that would fit in with
my kids’ school schedules so I became a
Campus Supervisor and an assistant in the
kitchen at the elementary school. When my
kids were older I applied to CVUSD and
began working at many different schools at
all grade levels in the school district. I like
working with the elementary school kids the
best.

Q:  What are some of your favorite things?
A: My favorite color is blue-green like the color

of the ocean. My favorite food is Mexican,
although I like lots of different kinds of
foods.My favorite animal is a lion. I really
like the big cats.That’s why I wanted to
attend EATM. My favorite type of music is
rock and roll, and one of my favorite bands is
the Rolling Stones. My favorite types of
books are detective or suspense books.

Q:  Do you have a favorite item on the
lunch menu?

A: My favorite is the taco salad.I  like the new
rotation of the lunch menu because it is pop-
ular with the kids.

Q:  What does your job involve?
A: We have monthly manager meetings with all

the CVUSD cafeteria managers and Joe Cook,
who is in charge of the program. Every
Monday I place the order for a week’s worth
of lunches.I do the ordering from home
because I’m too busy to do it when I’m at
school. The order is delivered the next week
and that food is served the week after. We
really like to work with the kids and we are
here to help them. We hope that they wil l
come to us with any problems – we are all
moms!

& with Mrs.MillerQA

Mrs.Mil ler with Jayne Butler, 5th Grade

By Jayne Butler e
WANTED:

Birthday Book Club
Members

WHAT:
Birthday Bookclub

WHEN:
Any time during the

school year

HOW:
Donate a new hard-
bound book to the

library. Visit the library
and ask Mrs. Meade

REWARD:
Bookplate in the

donated book,student
will receive a

certificate, Student’s
name will be in the
newsletter and a

picture of the student
will be on display in

the library.
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The ScholasticBook Fair will be here Friday, May 7 - Friday, May 14th.  
The theme for ourBook Fair is:

Book Fair Diner :  All You Can Read!

Since parents and family are key ingredients to making ourBook Fair successful, we hope you will
join us to cook up and deliver an exciting reading event for school.  
If you are interested in helping us with this great fundraiser, 
please contact Diane Mekari (diane_mekari@yahoo.com) or 

PattyDellocono (dellocono@gmail.com).

See you at the Book Fair on May 7th!

Student Artists-We need you!
Would you like to be our guest  illust r a to r ?

Email Anne at aswatkins@verizon.net










