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Find the Magic...

By Bradley R.Baker, Prindpal

I am at my computer this cloudy Friday morn-
ing thinking just how fortunate our students are
with all that our community does for them.
Thanks to a team of teachers and several parents
on our reading incentive team, there were eight
actors and one parent going into every classroom
to read to them and do one or two magic tricks.
What a creative and fun way to kick off our read-
ing theme for this year, “Find the Magic in Books.”
Earlier this week, a team of parents worked many
hours to get all of the reading theme t-shirts to
your homes in the hopes they could be worn on
the kick-off day. The point that I am making is
that with all the thought, effort, creativity, and
organization that went into this day, it really did
seem like magic when it all culminated into a fun
day for each of our students. This is just one
example of the kind of experiences your children
receive just about weekly from the many dedicat-
ed parents and teachers. When an event is a true
success, it seems to happen easily and flawlessly.
While I was at the Fall Festival, it seemed to go so
smoothly, but the hours leading up to that event
were focused and the many helpers that came each
day with such amazing attitudes. A dream of
every principal is to have a team of volunteers that

give of themselves with their time and talents but
at the same time seem to be having a wonderful
and rewarding time. Sharkey’s told me they sold
2,200 dinners, so it was not a small event, but
when I walked around everyone seemed to be
enjoying their time that they were spending with
their friends. Even the long lines were not an issue
but a part of the fun and excitement. I spoke with
many of your children the next day and all of them
said they had a wonderful time. We work so hard
on academics, but it is often these special events
that create the life-long memories for parents and
students.

Just around the corner is the Halloween parade
and Jog-a-Thon. Having been a parent, I know
how preparation goes into Halloween, but the
time the kids spend in our simple parade along
with the numbers of parents that attend once
again make it another fun memory. The Jog-a-
Thon in November is your next opportunity to
not only help to make fun memories but also
make this year’s main fundraisers. I want to thank
you in advance for all of the preparation that goes
into that day and financial support that allows
Lang Ranch to accomplish so much. The Jog-a-
Thon never stops amazing me, because of all the
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GOLDEI$SPOON
IS HAVING
LANGRANCH

PTA DAY!

All Day, every Tuesday
from now until the
end of the school year
go into either
Thousand Oaks
Golden Spoon location
for a frozen yogurt
treat and Lang Ranch
PTA will receive a 20%
donation! Just
mention Lang Ranch
when making your
purchase. Remember,
Tuesday is also double
stamp day on your
frequent buyer

card too!

Find the Magic... (contnued)

smiles on kids and parents faces all day long.

The hours you all give to the school are truly amazing. The events that happen so often are
amazing. From a child’s point of view, it all seems to magically appear as part of their world.
Much of what feeds my soul are the many smiles I see every single day. These smiles would not
be happening without staff and parents giving 110%.

Lang Ranch is the most magical place on earth!

Thank you for all you do.

Presidents’ Letter

By MdissaCahalanand Tara Freilich, 2010-11PTA Co-Presidents

Thanks to all the support and efforts of our
parents and faculty, we have had great success
in kicking off the 2010-11 school year. With
everything from Donuts with Dads to the Ice
Cream Social to the Fall Festival, our commu-
nity has been committed to making this a year
full of magical memories. The good news is we
still have lots to look forward to this Fall!!

Reflections committee members are busy
cataloging all of the amazing entries turned in
this year. Artwork will be displayed on the
walls soon so be sure to stop by to take a look.

The Student Directory is headed to the
printer! Look for pre-purchased directories to
be coming home in a few weeks.

Jog-a-thon is busy ordering t-shirts and
preparing for the big day. The event takes place
on November 12th. Please stop in to cheer on
your runner. Room parents will be distribut-
ing the running schedule soon.

Back by popular demand, Family Movie
Night. Disng/’'s Toy Sory 3 will be played on
our very own campus on November 19th!
Please look for the flyer to come home in the
weekly newsletter. Bring your lawn chairs,
blankets and flashlights for this special evening.

Visual and Performing Arts Program is get-
ting closer to a reality! We are busy interview-
ing some great candidates to bring the arts
back to the Ranch. Look for more information
to come!

Most importantly — please continue to lis-
ten for the “all call” messages and open the
weekly newsletters!! It is the best way to keep
in touch with all of the happenings at Lang
Ranch Elementary!

Thanks to everyone for your help in creating
the most “magical” year ever!

Melissa and Tara
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“Make Some Magic - Join The PTA!”

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year at Lang Ranch Elementary School.
Your PTA invites you to join, and make a difference in your child’s education.

What is the PTA .. .%

PTA is the largest volunteer organization of parents, educators, students, health and welfare
professional and community members working exclusively to improve the education and
well-being of all children and youth at school, home, and in the community.

When you join Lang Ranch PTA ($6.00 per person), you belong to...
A Unit PTA - Lang Ranch Elementary School ($2.25 per member)
A Council PTA - Conejo Council PTA ($.25 of your dues)
A District PTA — 12th District PTA ($.50 of your dues)
California State PTA  ($1.25 of your dues)
National PTA ($1.75 of your dues)

Who can join PTA .. .?

Parents, students, staff, professional, uncles, aunts, grandparents . . . everyone!

Where does your $2.25 8o .. .?

Funded Programs

Physical Education Specialist Technology Support & Improvements
Classroom Assistance Instructional Supplies
School wide Programs Assemblies

Donuts with Dads Kindergarten Park Day
Honorary Service Awards Open House Dinner

Ice Cream Social Yearbook

Valentine’s Dance Walk-to-School Days
Reflections Services

Beautification PTA Newsletter
Community Outreach Red Ribbon Week
Disaster/Safety Room Parent Coordination
Enrichment Classes Hospitality

Legislation School Directory

Monday Newsletter Packet Teacher Appreciation Week
Welcome Committee Social Activities

The PTA also offers social events that promote school and family interaction and
provides services to keep parents informed via newsletters, meetings, and the school directory.
The PTA is the easiest way to support our school and help keep some imperative programs operating.

For more information on Membership or how to get involved, please email
Julia Brankovic at jbrankovic@verizon.net or

JoAnne Neeson, Membership VP at jgolfgal@yahoo.com.
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8Awith Mrs. Nordstrom

By ChloeDahan

Q: What inspired you to be a teacher?

A: T was inspired by two things. First and foremost was my
love of children. When I was a teenager I was a camp
counselor and soccer coach. I enjoyed the experience so
much — my student’s humor, intelligence, and love of life.
Secondly, my grandmother, both my aunts, my uncle, and
my mother were public school teachers. They instilled in me
a great respect for the teaching profession, and shared with
me throughout their lives, what an honor it is to teach,
encourage, and always as my mom said, “find the best and
the beautiful in every student you have the privilege of
teaching.”

Q: When you first became a teacher, what grade did
you want to teach?

A: Third grade was my first choice but I loved all the grades,
so I was happy wherever I could teach.

Q: How do you select the subjects you teach every
year?

A: The state of California decides what subjects I teach. They
also decide what parts of those subjects I will need to teach
to my students each year.

Q: What is your favorite subject you teach?

A: That’s really hard to decide because I love learning and I'm
so fascinated with all subjects. But if I had to choose, I love
teaching reading because I enjoy books so much.

Q: If you were the principle, would you change
anything about school?

A: Mr. Baker does a great job as our principal so it is hard to
improve on his work. But if I could change anything I
would probably encourage my teachers and students to take
more field trips and encourage experts in all subject areas
from our community to come to school and work with the
our students.

Q: What are your two favorite hobbies?
A: Reading and yoga.
Q: How did you like school when you were a kid?

A: Loved school! As a matter of fact, I just took a tour of my
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Mrs. Nordstrom with Chloe D.ahan.

old high school in upstate New York with a group of really
good friends. It brought back great memories of being on
the swim team, learning biology from one of my favorite
teachers, and editing our school yearbook.

Q: How long have you been teaching?

A: Eleven years. Before I became a teacher, I worked for many
years in the theater and TV business in New York City.

Q: What was the first class grade you taught?
A: Second grade.

Q: What is the funniest thing you ever heard from a
student?

A: My dog ate my homework and it really had. The next day
the student brought in their homework with a gigantic bite
out of it!
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Library Fundraise

The library has a fundraiser through
amazon.com.

If you shop using amazon.com, please go
through the following site and click on the amazon icon. This will
connect you to amazon and you can begin shopping.

http://ww?2.conejo.k12.ca.us/lang ranch/Clark/Lang’s%20New%20w
ebsite/library.htm

Because of educational budget cuts, the library does not receive any
money from the school district or state. We hope to receive some
monies each month through this fundraiser to help purchase new
books for the library. The holidays will soon be here, so please think
of this link to amazon.com to use for all your amazon.com purchas-
es. And, use this link for any other purchases throughout the year as
this is an ongoing fundraiser. Please tell all your friends and
relatives. Thank you for your support!

Classioom Visits

Welcome to a new school year that will be filled with great fun,
great learning, and great reading. Classroom visits to the library
began the week of September 27th. There are many new books for
the students to enjoy as the library now has over 16,300 books.

A thank you goes to everyone who has signed up to be a classroom
library volunteer. | also want to thank you for coming to the library
volunteer orientation meeting. The students love having parents
help in the library.

Fall Book Fair

The fall Book Fair was a huge success. Proceeds from the book fair
help update and maintain our great library. Thank you so much for
participating in this library fundraiser. Diane Mekari, Patty
Dellocono, and Kristin Watters did a wonderful job organizing and
running the book fair. THANK YOU!
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Bir thday Book Club

Please check out the Birthday Book Club program! Students are
encouraged to purchase a new book for the library. A bookplate
with their name will be placed in the book, the student will receive a
certificate, and their picture will be placed on the Birthday Book Club
wall in the library. Their name will also be published in the PTA
newsletter. Sometimes a student is able to pick out a new book in
the library to purchase for this program. We would love to see a
record number of students participate in this program this year. Visit
the library for more information.

Our newest member of the Birthday Book Club is:
Jacob Langhorne, Kindergarten, Mrs. Speidel’s class

Thank you, Jacob.

Attention! Attention! All you book lovers.
Do you love reading aloud to your child?

The library is looking for volunteers to read to classes in the library
during the classroom’s library visit. You can sign up to read to a
particular class or classes, sign up on a regular schedule, read every
once in a while, or just try it out. We would love to have new
“voices” for the children to hear while listening to a story. If you are
interested, please contact me in the library.

“Adopt-a-Shelf” Program

The library has an "Adopt-a-Shelf” program. If you enjoy working in
the library please check this out. Once a week we would like you to
come to the library and make sure all books on a particular shelf (or
shelves) that you have "adopted” are in the correct order. This will
be a tremendous help for everyone who uses the library. It is
amazing how many books are found to be out of order and, there-
fore, a student may be unable to find a particular book. This
program will help keep our library books in order. Please let me
know if you are interested.

See you in the library - Happy Reading!

Jane Meade



Fall Festival

The 5th Annual Lang Ranch Fall Festival was a
huge success! We are fortunate to have a great
community that came out to enjoy each others
company, enjoy the great weather, and support
our school. Though the festival is not targeted as
a fundraiser, thanks to your outstanding support
the festival proceeds of over $11,000 will go
directly towards programs and events that bene-
fit our amazing Wranglers! Our success would
not have been possible without our Lang Ranch
staff, volunteers and local businesses who gra-
ciously donated their time, support and/or prod-
ucts to our festival. We would personally like to

give a HUGE thank you to Diane Mekari, who
teamed up with Kristen Watters, to pull together
our exceptional raffle baskets — over 80 of them!!
The newsletter isn’t large enough to list all of
those who made our festival a success. From
those who helped sell tickets before and after
school, to those who jumped in where help was
needed that evening, THANK YOU! A special
thanks to the volunteers from Westlake High
School, our own wonderful Lang Ranch Student
Council, and to all the great Boy Scouts who
helped us clean up so quickly. We truly have an
exceptional community!

Talent Show News

Parent Information Meeting

SAVE THE DATE: FRIDAY, DEC. 10. If your
child would like to be in this year’s Talent Show,
take the guess work out of auditions and schedul-
ing by coming to the Talent Show Parent
Information Meeting right after school on Friday,
Dec. 10, in the Multi-purpose Room. You will
hear news on audition requirements, rehearsal
schedules, and get to ask questions before winter
break. (We are providing meeting in December
because we know many students will be practic-
ing over winter break.)

Is this parent meeting mandatory? YES, even

if your child was in the Talent Show previously.
There will be differences in registration and audi-
tion procedures this year, so it is essential for at
least one parent to be present at the meeting.
Information will be presented by Ed & Patricia
Smart, who are volunteering to provide this new
meeting to help parents decide which of their
children’s many talents will be the best match for
this year’s show. Find out what to practice, or
what not to practice, over the holidays. Problem
solved! See you on December 10!

Reading Incentive Program Update

Hello, Wranglers! You have all done a fantastic job of reading this year! We have already read 427,
281 minutes as a school just in the month of September alone! We are well on our way towards our
goal of 2 million 750 thousand minutes! We can do it! Keep reading Wranglers and don’t forget to

wear your Reading t-shirts every Wednesday!

WANTED:
Birthday Book Club
Members

WHAT:
Birthday Bookclub

WHEN:
Any time during the
school year

HOW
Donate a new hard-
bound book to the
library. Visit the library
and ask Mrs. Meade

REWARD:
Bookplate in the
donated book, student
will receive a
certificate, Student'’s
name will be in the
newsletter and a
picture of the student
will be on display in
the library.
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